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loved her consort so deeply that she folded his country as
well as himself to her heart, and with true womanliness
believed herself called upon to watch over its welfare. She
imagined that, like her predecessors who had been Kings of
Hanover, so she, in the character of Duchess of Saxe-Coburg,
was a member of the German Confederation ; and the Ger-
man courts offered a far less ungrateful soil for the delicate
arts of feminine policy than did the English Parliament.

" Between London, Brussels, Wiesbaden, and Coburg
there was established a chain of couriers, who maintained
regular communications among the trusted intimates of the
House of Coburg; and there were side-lines to Paris and
Lisbon. Though the English press, in its blind hatred of
the foreigner, protested against the alleged ' German in-
fluence ' at the London court, Germany might, with more
reason, have complained of an English and Coburg influence.
The elder brother of the Prince Consort, Duke Ernest of
Coburg, who was entirely German in his sympathies, felt
this very strongly. Soon after he had mounted his little
throne, he wrote to his Uncle Leopold : * We must become
loyal Germans again, for hitherto we have as a rule appeared
as mere relations of the great courts of the West; hence
Coburg is looked upon as a nest of un-German intrigues
and ultra-Liberal ideas/ But unfortunately nothing was
achieved beyond noble resolutions. To prudent calculators
like Leopold and Albert, the great West-European interests
of their cosmopolitan dynasty naturally seemed more im-
portant than their little German native province ; and the
advice of the Coburgs continued to be frequently detrimental
to the interests of the German nation, all the more detri-
mental since this House, in every way favoured by Provi-
dence, had also the rare good fortune to be extolled in litera-
ture, not by the common flatterers of the courts but by loyal
and distinguished writers. All the honest German scholars,
who enjoyed the patronage of Bunsen and Stockmar in
London, became the apostles of this legend of the Coburgs.
They recounted in good faith to their countrymen at home,